8 DAY GOBI DESERT TOUR
USD$1650 PER PERSON

Khongoriin Els - The Singing Sands

THE GOBI DESERT
The Gobi Desert covers a vast area across southern Mongolia and features towering sand
dunes, rugged mountain ranges and gorges so deep the sun never reaches the bottom.
Sites of the world’s most significant dinosaur fossil finds, and petroglyphs (rock drawings)
that date back to the Bronze Age - prehistory! While vast and arid, it hosts a myriad of
wildlife varieties, from bearded lammergeirs (vultures), to wild sheep and goats, gazelle,
scurrying picas and even the elusive Gobi bear and snow leopards.

Tsagaan Suvraga

HISTORY
Mongolia’s history is breathtaking. You
will visit sites of some of the world’s
most significant dinosaur fossil finds,
from a time which cannot be accurately
dated. Visit petroglyphs, rock
drawings, carved into stone during the
Bronze Age, and see inscribed Deer
Stones dating back to a similar era.
Visit monasteries built in the 14th and
15th centuries, some still standing and
operating.
Visit Ongiin Hiid, a complex founded in
1660 and once housing 28 monasteries
and over 1000 monks. Destroyed in
the Russian purges, it is slowly being
restored by a small team of monks.

Ongiin Hiid

NOMADIC CULTURE
Many places in this world offer
beautiful landscapes and scenery, but
the thing that is truly unique to
Mongolia is the ancient nomadic
culture, which in many ways remains
untouched by modern times.
During your tour you have the option
of accommodation in comfortable
tourist ger camps, or staying with
nomadic families. We encourage you
to stay with nomadic families for at
least one or two nights. While not as
comfortable as the ger camps, it gives
you an incredible unique experience of
genuine nomadic lifestyle and culture.
Many families will have children, who
can become the highlight of your visits,
and present incredible opportunities for
stunning photography.
Eat your evening and morning meals
with the families when you stay with
them.

TOUR ITINERARY
Following is a proposed itinerary,
beginning in Ulaanbaatar and ending in
Arkhangai. Of course this can be
extended to return to Ulaanbaatar, but
we encourage you to consider other
activities in Arkhangai Province and
maximise your experience of Mongolia.
Please see our website for activities
available in Arkhangai.
Your itinerary is 100% customisable, so
please discuss your ideas and situation
and we can tailor the itinerary to suit
your individual travel plans.
DAY 1 – Depart Ulaanbaatar in a
private vehicle and drive about 4 hours
south out of the hustle and bustle of
the city into the wide open spaces of
the Mongolian countryside.
Visit a fascinating region of rock
formations called Baga Gazriin Chuluu,
where you will visit the ruins of a
monastery nestled into the rocks, find
a cave, and visit the eyewash spring.
Stay the night with a nomadic family in
or near the national park. Take time
to hike and explore this fascinating
area.
Baga Gazriin Chuluu (Springtime)
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ITINERARY (CONTINUED)
DAY 2 – Drive a further 3-4 hours to
Tsagaan Suvarga (White Stupa) which
is an area of rugged cliff walls of clay
and limestone. Believed to have once
been the seabed of an inland ocean,
the sedimentary rock has amazing
layers of varying colours. The best time
to see these east-facing cliffs is in the
pre-dawn and at sunrise, and we
encourage you to rise very early the
following morning for the best photo
opportunities.
DAY 3 – If you are willing to detour an
hour from the main route, you can visit
the site of many petroglyphs / rock
drawings, then return to the paved
highway and drive through
Dalanzadgad to Yoliin Am, also known
as the Eagle Canyon, or Ice Canyon.
The Gobi-Altai Mountains in this region
soar to over 2800m, and this canyon is
so steep and narrow that the sun never
reaches the bottom, and ice often
remains throughout the summer
months.

Tsagaan Suvarga at dawn

ITINERARY (CONTINUED)
DAY 4 – A long day’s drive over shifting
desert roads to Khongoriin Els, often
referred to as the "Singing Sands”. A
climb up to the top of the sand dunes
will be rewarded with an awesome
view, and if timed to arrive late in the
afternoon, you may catch a
breathtaking sunset. Ride camels for
the final few kms to the base of the
dunes. Stay in a tourist ger camp, and
enjoy a hot shower.
DAY 5 – Drive north to the Flaming
Cliffs of Bayanzag. Stop enroute and
climb to a rocky outcrop overlooking
the desert where Bronze Age man
inscribed drawings (petroglyphs) on
the rocks. At Bayanzag, explore an
area where many dinosaur bone fossils
have been found. Again, try and
photograph the cliffs at sunset for
some stunning photographs. Stay with
a nomadic family in the area.
DAY 6 – Drive north for an estimated 4
hours to Ongiin Hiid (monastery). If
you have a specific interest in camel
herding you can stop to visit the only
camel milk factory in Mongolia, and
sample camel milk, cheeses, yoghurt
and fermented milk products.

Bayanzag, Flaming Cliffs

ITINERARY (CONTINUED)
DAY 6 (continued) – Explore Ongiin
Hiid Monastery and ruins, then stay in
a comfortable ger camp close by to the
ruins.
DAY 7 – A long day's drive out of the
desert, and into the lush and green
Orkhon Valley. Visit Kharhorin and the
Erdene Zuu Monastery, once the capital
city of the Mongol Empire at its zenith
in the 13th century. If you are
historians, spend an hour at the
Kharhorin Museum, one of the better
museums in the country. Stay with a
nomadic family in the area.
DAY 8 – Drive up into the mountains to
the Tuvkhun Monastery, one of
Mongolia's oldest monasteries, first
established in 1648. A short hike is
required to get up to the monastery,
nestled high up in the mountains.
From there continue your drive to
Fairfield to complete your tour. Settle
into the comforts of Fairfield, enjoy
some western food in the cafe, barista
coffee, and reconnect with family and
friends on the free wifi.

Erdene Zuu Monastery – prayer wheels

CHECKLIST
Clothing – Suitable sturdy clothing for
walking and hiking and riding camels.
Warm layers as the evenings can be
quite cool. Shorts and shirt for hot
conditions in the desert. Raincoat, or
other wet weather gear. Weather in
Mongolia is very changeable to you
must be prepared for all conditions..
Footwear – Sturdy hiking boots.
Sandals, flip-flops.
Sleeping bag – Recommended for
warmth, and as a clean layer when
sleeping. Nomadic families are
typically very clean people, but do not
have modern washing machines.
(Sleeping bags are available for hire
from Fairfield if required)
Protection – Hat, sunglasses,
sunscreen, insect repellant, personal
medications
Insurance – Travellers are required to
register travel insurance details with
Fairfield prior to the horse trek
A more complete packing list is
available upon request.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
Pricing

What is included

What is NOT included

Fitness and health considerations

The quoted price of USD$1650 per
person is based on a minimum group
size of TWO guests, and on the
itinerary outlined above. Variations to
the itinerary may result in a
corresponding change in the price of
the tour, and this will be discussed and
agreed upon prior to booking the tour.

- A private car and driver for the

- Flights to and from Mongolia
- Mongolian entry visa fees (see notes

This tour does include a number of
hiking / walking opportunities, and as
such a basic level of physical fitness
and ability is required. It is not,
however, an enormously demanding
trip.

Terms of Payment
Upon completion of refinement of the
tour plan to suit, a final price will be
confirmed. A 50% deposit is required
to be paid prior to arrival. The balance
of payment will be made upon arrival
at Fairfield in local currency or by credit
card.

entire tour including all fuel costs

- An English-speaking guide, and his/
her meals and accommodation
expenses.

- All accommodation as negotiated,

balanced between tourist ger camps
and nomadic families. (Please
discuss).

- All meals. Some lunches will be on
the road where no shops or teahouses exist, and will need to be
purchased by your guide along the
way. Please discuss preferred
options with your guide as you
travel.

re visa application following)

- Travel insurance. We recommend
seeking travel insurance coverage
prior to travelling

- Accommodation and activities before
or after the tour

- Snacks between meals.
- Personal expenses such as laundry,
beverages, alcoholic drinks,
telephone calls, optional activities,
and sightseeing.

- Sleeping bag rental

Visas
Visitors from most countries require a
tourist visa to enter Mongolia, and
these are quite easy to obtain through
a Mongolian embassy, consulate,
consulate-general or honorary consul.
We are able to provide an official letter
of invitation to facilitate this process.
Please request this if needed, and we
will advise you of the information
required to produce this letter.

